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EDITORIALS
We are glad to give our readers a
short account of the Geneva Bible
Conference from the pen of Rev. J.
(Mr. Slater was for years
C. Slater.
a member of our Foreign Mission
Board, and for some time was Recording Secretary.)
The Conference, especially when
we take into consideration the short
time for preparation, was a great
success.
All went home resolved to
bring others next year. The announcement for the Conference only
reached Olive Trees after the forms
for the July number had been set
up, but so glad were we that the Conference was to be held that we had
some material taken out of the back
page and a short notice inserted.
Those who attended felt much
helped and yet, as one of the principal speakers said, “The great question after all is how to get people’s
lives changed, so that they will believe these truths!”
“This kind cometh not out but by
prayer and fasting.”

There are
church who,

many throughout our
while realizing many

yet lament the lack of
convincing and converting power.
Would it be too much to have a day
of prayer or a week, or even more,
that the testimony of our lives and
of our Church may be effectual for
Him, that we may be known not only
as a church which has the great
truths of the kingdom, but that we
may be known also as a Spirit-filled
Church ? If we had a week of prayer,
or even more, would people think us
crazy, or would they think we really
meant business?
We are all praying, yet we have
either not prayed enough or our
prayers have not been of the right
sort.
We are wishing that President
Wilson would set apart a special day
for prayer. Would it be out of place
for our Church to set apart a special
time for prayer ? Realizing the critical condition we are in today, as a
Church and as a Nation, we are sure
that if a goodly number would write
to our Moderator, he would be more
than willing to call for a special time
of prayer. Who will be the first to
write ?
blessings,
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Inasmuch as Mr.

Blair, the faithful

and devoted Editor of Olive Trees,

is

in the

West as these forms are being

made

up, the local subordinate is free

to say a

He

word about Mr.

Blair’s work.

will not see this until the other

readers see

It

it.

should be said that

Mr. Blair and his family have endured
no

little sacrifice in

the past months

that he might visit the Churches as
the special messenger of the Board.

And God has

blessed his efforts in an

He has secured two
new missionaries, who expect to sail
unusual degree.

for China this Fall, and set the minds
of

many more

in that direction.

He

Church are prepared to give,
be somewhat liberally, of their
money, but are really withholding
from Christ the dedication of their
children?
Money dedicated to the
Lord is fine but not as a substitute
for lives.
God wants faithful stewards of the unrighteous mammon; a
hundred times more does he want
all
parents and children, older and
younger to pray the Lord to choose
and thrust forth laborers into his
harvest. We venture to suggest that
the Lord is raising some questions
with us. Mr. Blair said in a recent
letter to the writer that our greatest
present need is to spend more time
praying for laborers. Let Us Pray.
of the
it

may

—

—

—

has addressed, with great acceptance,

Women’s and Young
tions.

People’s Conven-

He has now gone for the

second

time to Kansas, this time to take part
in the Young People’s Convention at
i^uinter. In the six months Mr. Blair
has been presenting the cause of Foreign Missions to the Churches, he has
secured pledges for the support of
twelve missionaries. Six new missionaries are about to sail for the field.

And

therein lies a

the Church.

God

is

new

challenge to

finding a response

from the Church in money. There is
more money than there are missionaries.
Money enough to send twelve
new ones and only six prepared to go
Does it mean that the people think
to meet the demand of the Lord Jesus
too largely with their money? That
the Church is more ready to give
the money than the young sons and
daughters of the King are to give their
lives? That the fathers and mothers

Yet

the

full

situation

requires

another statement. There are still
others who would be glad to go. Some
are willing to brave the dangers of the
Atlantic, sown with the instruments
of death. They “reluctantly” await
the time when they will be permitted
to sail. Others on furlough, enforced
by failing health, are longing for the
day when God may allow them to go
Others have applied for the
back.
privilege of going and have given up
their cherished hope only when the
physicians said, No. The exactions of
a depressing climate on none too vigorous constitutions forbid, as yet, the
return of others. On the other hand,
young men and women are intimating
their intention of going to China
and, as soon as the War is over, to
the Levant. God give us more such!
The Board has reason to believe that
the commissioning of others may soon
be announced. So while we pray, let
us also Praise the Lord of the harvest.
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TWO NOTABLE CONFERENCES
THE GENEVA BIBLE CONFERENCE
Recent years have seen marked advances in the spiritual life of the
Covenanter Church. Since the meeting of the Synod at Winona there
have been new experiences in spiritual power. What some found there
is needed in every life, and that the
need is being felt was manifest when
Mrs. Hugh Mclsaac sent her letter
to the Pittsburgh Presbytery, asking if a conference could not be held
where Covenanters could meet for
spiritual inspiration and uplift without being exposed to the errors so
generally found in other conferences.
That Presbytery is in sympathy with
the desire is shown in the way in
which the matter was taken up and
pushed to a successful conclusion.
Rev. I. A. Blackwood was untiring
in his efforts to secure a good program, and since we have heard the
speakers, we are sure that his labors
were not in vain. Every one was so
good that we need not go into details
as to the program. A spiritual feast
was spread every day, and few were
willing to miss any course in the
three meals that were offered day
after day.

The morning programs

provided for a devotional service of
thirty minutes, led by Dr. T. H. Acheson, who had just come from the
Princeton Conference, and gave very
earnest talks on the victorious life.
Then Mr. R. A. M. Steele spent
twenty minutes in the practice of
music in the Psalter. Dr. R. C. Wylie
had 40 minutes for Bible study, and
there was no lack of interest while
he had the floor. Synod's Moderator,
Rev. J. M. Coleman, did not disappoint
his audience in the presentation of
the Philosophy of Dissent. Even a

child can grasp his clear statement
of the principles for which we as a
Church contend. Saturday brought a
clear message from Dr. W. J. Cole-

man

on an “Unexpected Hero," who

was none other than the Rev. John
L. Girardeau, who was a Southerner,
and yet in the Presbyterian Church
of the South stood unflinchingly as
an acceptable preacher to both black
and white men; against the use of
instrumental music in the worship
of God, and against the false assumptions of Evolution.
The afternoon feast

was served in
three courses each day, when three
speakers presented such subjects as
Evangelism, Premillenialism, Loy-

War Problems. There
every meeting. Owing
to the impossibility of securing missionaries to speak, the Wednesday
afternoon meeting was given up, and
the people found needed rest and
recreation in ways that appealed to
them. We were all sorry that the
were detained elsemissionaries
where, as we had hoped to get good
messages from them. But the time
was not wasted, and we came back
better prepared to enjoy the remainder of the feast after the rest
of the afternoon.
The evening meal was served in
two courses, but it was not a lunchalty,

and World

was a

lift in

The Vesper servon the campus were fine. With
splendid talks from Mrs. Acheson,
Dr. D. B. Willson, Dr. W. P. Johnston, Prof. H. H. Wylie, Mrs. H. H.
George and Rev. J. B. Gilmore, they
were a real uplift in preparation for
the addresses that followed.
Rev.
Luther Peacock on Monday evening,
Rev. Isaac T. Headland on Tuesday
and Wednesday evenings Dr. Moore,
President of Union Seminary, of
Richmond, Va., on Thursday evening and Friday morning, and Rev. J.
D. Rankin, D. D., of the Allegheny
Seminary, of the U. P. Church, on
Friday evening, and Dr. T. H. Acheeon, for all that.

ices

;
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son on Sabbath evening, gave messages that created an appetite for
Surely such a program will
more.
mean more spiritual life to those who
were present. It was as good as the
more pretentious conferences, and
had the great advantage of being free
from the prevalent heresies, such as
Premillenialism and Higher Criticism.
The worship of God was not corrupted. There would have been many
more present if announcement could
have been made in time for vacations
to be planned for this week. We be~
lieve God has a rich blessing for this

forms;

The closing message
conference.
may serve as a motto for coming
“If thou wouldest believe,
years.
thou shouldest see the glory of God.”
Let us expect great things from God.

means.

JOHN

C.

SLATER.

PRINCETON CONFERENCE,
Why is it that people came
from such
west

as

distances,

Kansas,

as

1917
there

south

as

from the New England
Canada? Why did hundreds of folks come from such dis-

Florida,

States and

tances at so much expense during
the hottest part of the summer?

few came from curiosity. A few
who were thoughtless and
careless were sent there by solicitous
The large majority came
friends.
because they were conscious of a
great need in their lives, and hoped
Some came
to have that need met.
because they had been much blessed
by attendance at former conferences,
and desired fuller blessings. Such
was the company of those who at-

A

others

tended the “Christian Life Conference.” They were people with great
needs in their lives, and gave evidence to the fact in their conversation, their petitions

and confessions.

Some were burdened because

—

help.

What then
many needs?

the answer to the

is

Is

it

some new and

strange discovery? Is it something
to be found only in Princeton ? By no

The answer

is

as old and as

It is all comprehended in one word, CHRIST; in
one person, CHRIST; in one fellow-

available as the Bible.

ship,

CHRIST

;

in

one

experience,

CHRIST.

from as far
far

still others were gripped by
the world.
Many confessed impotence and failure in Christian work. Theirs were
fruitless lives.
Some lacked interest
in prayer and study of the Bible. On
and on as many and as varied
needs as there were people. But there
must be a real sense of definite and
particular need before there is any

of their
failure in conflict with sinful habits
and dispositions; others because of
their slavery to self in its various

Are you given to worry, are you
hot-tempered, have you an unbridled
tongue, are you inclined to impurity,
are you unforgiving, unloving, proud,
unhappy, peevish, irritable,
unsympathetic, lacking in a desire or
effort to lead others to Christ, unwilling to go anywhere and do anything that God asks of you? If you
are in such a state, the message you
find at Princeton is first of all the
necessity of immediate, absolute and
habitual surrender of your life to
Christ.
Let Him have it, keep it,
But you say,
guide it and use it.
“There is nothing new in that.” We
answer, “No, but have you done it?”
Maybe you have tried it, but still
fail.
How did you try? Was it by
your own will, your own efforts, the
help of friends, books or conventions,
prayer, Bible reading, church attendance and Christian work? Many
have really surrendered to God, yet
must confess failure in their personal living and in their work. Along
with a full surrender of one’s life to
Christ there should be the taking of
Him by faith to be a living, loving,
abiding and directing presence. He
will come to those who open the door.
Just as in the
It is done by faith.
first acceptance of Christ as personal

selfish,
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Saviour.
(See Rev. 3: 20; John 1:
12 and 10: 10; Gal. 2: 20; and Col.
3: 3, 4.) If Christ is given unrestricted residence in the life, then sinful
things will have to go out and stay
out while He is there. That is victory over sin and for righteousness.
It is “Surrender to Christ and be Victorious in Christ.” Or, to use a simple and familiar phrase, “Let go and
let God.”
It was that which led Paul
to say, “For me to live is Christ.”
The Conference was a help to this
end, because those present were there
for a particular purpose, and had
time, teaching and testimony to help
them. Bible instruction was funda-

mental; prayer pervaded everything
and was emphasized as indispensable
instruction by able and victorious
agents of Christ was vital testimony
by people in all conditions of life was
convincing and inspiring
decision
was urged and generally made
;

;

Christ

came

into the lives of

many

with fresh or new meaning and power
for right living and efficient service.
The members of our own church
who attended all or a part of the
Conference this year were: Dr. J. C.
McFeeters, Dr. and Mrs. T. H. Acheson, Rev. and Mrs. R. A. Blair, Rev.

and Mrs.

J.

C.

Mitchell, Mr.

James

Torrens, Dr. Edna Wallace, Miss Inez
Smith, Miss Jean Barr, Mrs. Samson
and the undersigned. This group of
persons met daily for special conference and prayer, and were much
blessed in the relation. Deeply conscious of their own need, and earnestly desiring the fullness of Christ for
themselves, for our entire church in
all its ministry, officers, members and
activities, a list of questions was
agreed upon and has been printed on
slips for distribution and signature
by those who desire it. By agreement
these slips were left in the care of
the undersigned for free distribution
to all who request them, and for
keeping by all who sign and return
them.
(Keep a duplicate for yourself.)
Will you read these questions
carefully and answers them honestly?

May
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Christ come with new fullness
to you, dear reader.

and power

QUESTIONS.
Are you

satisfied

with your Chris-

tian experience?

Are you devoting a definite and
considerable time to personal, private
devotion ?
Do you experience genuine satisfaction and pleasure in your Bible
reading and prayer?
Are you longing for more of the

Holy Spirit

your own

in

life

and

work?

Do you

desire a quickening in the
of your fellow-workers, and in
the life of our Church?
Is there
great need of such quickening?
Do you believe that prayer is absolutely necessary to secure such a

life

quickening throughout the Church?
Will you set apart one-half hour
each day for the study of God’s Word,
and to pray for an awakening in the
Church, and are you willing to pray
till God sends such an awakening?
A. A. Samson,
1182 Woodcrest Ave.,

New York

City.

CHINESE ATTACK IMMORALITY.
Invitations have been issued by the

Reform Society

of Peking to

all

Chi-

who

are willing to give up vice
The 10,000
to join the organization.
members of the society have pledged
themselves to abstain from plural
marriages, gambling and impurity.

nese

The organization

is

headed by Hon-

Yung Tao, who became
church member in May, and who,
orable

a
it

remembered, gave away 10,000 New Testaments before that
time, and prominent among the memwill be

bers

is

high

official in

Wang,

until recently ^a
the government. Members of an advisory committee include
Paul Reinsch, the American minister,
and Rev. Chauncey Goodrich. Miss.
Rev. of the World.

C. T.
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ANNUAL FIELD REPORT OF
DR. KATE W. McBURNEY,
TAKKING,

S.

CHINA.

To the Board of Foreign Missions of
the Reformed Presbyterian Church
of North America.
Dear Fathers and Brethren
Since my last report from the field,
has been my privilege to visit the
home land. My furlough was not only
enjoyable, but I received advantage
from it in many ways. It is good to
get back to native land once in a while.
It is good to meet with friends and
relatives. It is good to hear the gospel
in our native tongue.
It is good to
have an opportunity to freshen up
one’s intellect, as well as to have the
benefit of a good climate in which to
recuperate lost physical vigor and reit

sistance.

These few items touch upon the
main points of advantage which we
are supposed to have while off duty
from the field. And well do we learn
to appreciate them after we are deprived of them for a season.
It means expense to the church, but
the results well justify the outlay. I
am sure there is not a Covenanter
worthy the name who would prefer to
keep his share of it in order to have
a good time himself.

A woman

who was

touring the

world seemed to be very certain that
missionaries have a “soft snap” and
all sorts of opportunities for seeing
the sights. Covenanters are not laboring under any such delusion, or the
Board would not have to call and call
again and again and wonder why so
few are willing to consecrate themselves to the Lord’s work in distant

fields.

A

young woman said to me while
at home, “How I envy you your opportunities for seeing the world!” I
looked at her. She was a fine specimen of womanhood; well educated,

with no necessity to earn her own living, and with every appearance of
good health. She was a Christian,
in good standing in an evangelical
church. She was active and prominent in local church work. I could
not refrain from saying: “There is
no monopoly on the privilege.” She
little as she replied: “But I
wouldn’t want what goes with it.”
“Then Jesus beholding him loved him
and said unto him, One thing thou
lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever
thou hast, and give to the poor, and
thou shalt have treasures in heaven;
and come, take up the cross and follow me. And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved; for he
had great possessions.” Mark X 21,
22

flushed a

:

.

We are glad when furlough time
comes, to go home; and no less glad
at its close to come back to the work.
It is interesting to note the progress
made during an absence. Great progress has been made by our Christians
in the matter of soul winning. There
is a growing interest in helping to
push forward the work, that comes
from the realization that we are
“workers together with Him,” and responsible first and last to Him, which
brings a new joy and inspiration.

Two women students were left to
help Dr. Wright in looking after the
women patients. They have learned
to take more of the responsibility, and
are able to do many things that they
were not able to do when I left. They
had Dr. Wright to carry the big responsibilities, and they were glad to
learn to carry the lesser ones. It has
been a fine training for them. I am
trying to profit by this advance step,
by allowing them to keep all the responsibilities they have been enabled
I find this much easier
to assume.
than to persuade them to undertake
them in the first place, when I am
here. It will be easier now since they
have made so good a beginning, and

have learned that Chinese
really do such things.

women

can

OLITE TREES
Few changes have been made in the
hospital itself, and these are of such
a nature as to make for efficiency, except in the case of wear and tear.
The Wiggins ward is partitioned off
two rooms. One of these has been
used as a class room for the students.
The other has been turned into a private room for patients and their at-

into

tendants

who do

more public

not care to be in the
free ward. This is a de-

cided advantage.

The little Blanchie Houston Memorial room is much improved by its
new furnishings and the new arrangewhich was much
These have both been made
possible by an additional donation for
the purpose by the founder. The Chinese like this room very much. It
gives an air of home comfort to the
hospital which they increasingly appreciate.
It is a room in which the
patient need not be ashamed to receive

ment for

ventilation,

needed.

blessed
not
it is a favorite
resort for the teachers from the different schools, who seem to enjoy each
other's society. It is also a convenient place for committee meetings. It
is rarely vacant for a day at a time.
It is being greatly used and has become a blessing to the work at large.
his aristocratic friends, so

with numerous callers.
occupied by a patient

it is

When

it is

While in the home land, five months
were spent in Bible Institute work. I
visited thirty-one of our congregations

and spoke on the work eighty-seven
times.

Since my return, my work has been
the usual routine of the hospital, and
in the hospital classroom. We also go
out to the homes as there is opportunity. More homes are now open than
ever before and the women are diligently entering these opportunities.
They have done some itinerary work
during the year, and are planning
more for the future. They go out
every Sabbath afternoon, unless there
are enough people come to us to keep
them busy, as is often the case. They
are diligent in teaching the doctrine
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to the patients who come to the hospital, and especially those who are resident here, as they can give the evenings to them.
Owing to the appointment by the
Board, Dr. Wright will be leaving us,
at the beginning of the year, to take
up Union Medical College work in
Canton. Our medical staff will be considerably attenuated. While we will
greatly miss his counsel and fellowship, we are glad that he will now
have the privilege of doing the work
which he has felt is his special call;
that of helping in the present urgent
need to give to China Christian doctors.
It is still in the power of the
missions to have a hand in the training of those who will be in charge of
the future medical colleges of China.
If we neglect or postpone this work
the opportunity will soon be gone past
our recall. As soon as there are enough
properly trained Chinese doctors,
there will be no need for the foreign
doctor. If the missions do their duty
now, the whole trend of medical education will be from the Christian
If the missions neglect
standpoint.
this great opportunity, then the future
teachers will come from the ranks of

non-Christians and infidels. Instead
of Christian evangelists being called
into the homes to help the sick and
suffering, and point them to the Great
Physician, graduates of such schools
could not reasonably be expected to
take any interest in the patient further than to try to lead him back into
physical health. The time is coming
when western trained doctors will get
into every home in China. Now is our
opportunity to train those who shall
train the multitudes who will have
this opportunity. Is our vision broad
enough to see this now ? Are we ready
to profit by the situation in Japan?
May God grant that in this formative
period in the history of the republic
of China, there may be trained for
Him a generation of Christian doctors

who shall have His Spirit in their
lives that as they enter the millions
of

homes they may carry with them

1
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the good news and glad tidings of salvation.
class

A

is

now being graduated

from the Tak Hing hospital. As Dr.
Wright goes away, he leaves behind
him those whom he has been training
They are
to follow in his footsteps.
making a good beginning. It remains
to be seen what God will be pleased
to

make

of their lives.

In this connection, I wish to express special appreciation of help in
training the medical class in singing
and in English. While the Chinese
do not easily learn to sing correctly,
it is desirable that those who are to
be evangelists should learn the music
Mrs. Wright has
used in worship.

taught them the tunes we use, and
each one can start and lead in the
singing of a good number of those
most in use. English is not expected
of our people here, but it is taught
in the medical schools, and it is necessary to have enough to write prescriptions and to recognize the names of
The teachings of these two
drugs.
branches has been no sinecure, but it
has been faithfully carried on and
we trust the knowledge thus imparted
will be used for the glory of the
Master and the advancement of His
kingdom.
We ask your continued prayers that
we may have God’s presence in the

work

to

which He

calls us,

He will use the hospital
way and for His own

in

and that
His own

glory,

for

the advancement of His kingdom, in
hearty co-operation with all the other

departments of His work.
We hear there is prospect of new
help for the medical department in
the near future. We ask your prayers for those who are preparing to
come out. There are those who have
been here but who are detained in
the home lands, one with two seas

between her and us on one side, and
with the war raging between us on
“Is my hand shortened at
cannot redeem? Or have
I no power to deliver?
Behold at my
rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the

the other.
all

that

it

would seem
to us that these who have a start in
the language could again be greatly
used in this needy field. All cannot
go in person into the “regions berivers a wilderness.”

It

“I
All can be intercessors.
have set watchmen upon thy walls, 0
Jerusalem; they shall never hold their
ye that are
peace day nor night
take ye no
remembrancers,
Jehovah’s
till he esrest
him
no
rest, and give
a
Jerusalem
tablish, and till he make

yond.”

:

praise in the earth.”

Synod’s Action as to the Appointment
of Dr. Wright to Canton.

We

quote from the Report of the
Committee on Foreign Missions:
“Item 4. That we lay over action on
the assignment of a missionary to
Canton until next Synod, and that we
do not approve of the appointment of
any member of the mission to the

Board of Directors with a view to representing this Church in any organic
relation.”

That mission boards, missionaries and the membership of the
Church generally may understand the
present intention of Synod in the
“Item

5.

matter referred to in the resolution
laid over until next Synod, this Synod
declares that, although Dr. Wright
will continue in the

work

of the

Union

Hospital until next Synod, yet it is not
the practice or purpose of this Church
to enter upon a policy of Union Mis-

sionary work.”
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IOWA PRESBYTERIAL.
The Thirty-second Annual Convention of the Women’s Presbyterial Missionary Association of Iowa Presbytery was held in Washington, Iowa,
June 13 and 14, 1917. A program of
unusual interest had been prepared,
and was carried through with but one
exception.
The president, Mrs. S. E. Greer,
gave an excellent address on the part
women may have in the work of the

Church.

Each delegate responded

to roll call

with an item of missionary news.
A very impressive Thank-Offering
Service was conducted by Mrs. W. C.
Allen, of Wyman.
As the different
societies were called, a representative
from each came forward and at the
close of the service reported the
amount of thank-offering contributed
by their society.
Several things contributed to make
this an unusually pleasant and helpOne thing, and not
ful gathering.
the least important, was the presence
of so many missionaries.
Miss Jean Shuman, of the Southern
Mission, in her earnest way, presented
to us the work and needs of this field.
Miss Inez Wickerham told of the
work among the Indians in a very interesting way.

We were disappointed when
learned that Rev. D. R. Taggart

we
was

unavoidably hindered from being with
us, as

we had

anticipated having his
on China, but were

illustrated lecture

highly favored by having Miss Rose
Huston present, who took his place
on the program. She pictured to us
very vividly the home life of the Chinese without Christ and without love
in comparison with the Christian
home and also told us of her work
among the women.
Rev. R. A. Blair gave us his stirring
address, “The Campaign for China,”
and those who have heard Rev. R. E.

Wilson know something of what was
in store for us in his lecture,

Present,

Levant.”

Past

and

Future

of

“The
the
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The enthusiasm and renewed interwork that the presence of

est in the

these missionaries bring to such a
meeting is of more benefit than they
often realize.
The Association adopted the plan of
the weekly offering by means of the
duplex envelopes. The amount of $400
was pledged for the support of Rev.
W. M. Robb in China.
The following resolutions were

adopted

The Women’s Presbyterial Missionary Association of the Iowa Presbytery wish to express our gratitude to
God for His goodness to us in the year
that

is past.

Resolved That we urge our members to be more earnest in prayer for
the workers in Syria, the converts and
the peoples among whom they work,
and that we pray day by day for Rev.
R. E. Wilson as he goes to Cyprus that
he may be preserved by the way, and
for those who go to China in the near
,

future.

That we express our sympathy to
Rev. and Mrs. W. C. Allen in the death
of their son; also to Rev. and Mrs.
Thomas Patton in their sore affliction.
That we remember at the Throne of
Grace our Nation in the present crisis,
those in authority, our young men
who have offered their lives for their
country that they may be kept from
immoral temptations, and the homes
from whence they have gone.
That we express our appreciation
to the Washington Congregation for
their kind entertainment.
The officers elected for the coming

year were
President Mrs. Thomas Patton.
Vice President— Mrs. George Cole-

—

man.
Recording Secretary Mrs. 0. L.
Samson.
Corresponding Secretary Mrs. W.

—

—

E. Wilson.

—Mrs. Frank Boyd.

Treasurer

Anna McClurkin,
Recording Secretary.
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MISSIONS AND THE PASTOR.
Many pastors are flooded with literature to show them what they, as key
men, should do for missions.
They sometimes overlook the things
that Missions will do for

them and

Many a church
found that new life in every
branch of service and new power in
preaching come with a revivified interest in missionary work and a larger
their congregations.

has

acceptance of responsibility for it.
An interest in world-wide mis1.
sions broadens the pastor’s horizon
and reduces the provincialism of his
people.

A

knowledge of other races,
2.
their customs, creeds and needs increases intelligence and deepens sympathy. It gives the culture of travel
to stay-at-homes.

The advocacy of missions at
3.
home and abroad gives the preacher a
larger measure and an authority and
courage based on the great commisThe varied charsion of our Lord.
acter of modern missionary work
gives an opportunity to enlist the cooperation of all classes of people.

A

world-wide missionary program is inspiring on account of its greatness
its universality.

The achievements of Christian
4.
missions offer the conclusive answer
They furnish
to the honest skeptic.
examples of modern miracles and of
The life stories of
apostolic power.
missionaries are thrilling and elevat-

sionary work their hearts are opened
so that they give more gladly to the
needs seen at home. It is always the
experiences of churches that there is
7. giveth and yet increaseth and
that
there is that withholdeth more than
is meet and it tendeth to poverty
in local expenses and in personal
matters.
A whole-hearted co-operation
in world-wide missionary work links
a pastor and his people more closely

—

with God and His living purpose and

program for the world. The result
is seen in deeper sympathy with divine ideals and methods, stronger
spiritual life and a renewed, consecration of boys and girls and young
people to the service of Christ.

No pastor, when called to his last
accounting, will have cause to regret
that he manifested too large an interest in the divine program for the
world, but many lament failure to
lead their people in larger visions,
greater faith and more unselfish service
The Mission Field Ex.
.

—

SPIRIT OF JESUS
Spirit of Jesus, Saviour Divine,
Enter this humble heart of mine;
Teach me each day to live sincere,
Ever knowing that Thou art near.

Spirit of Jesus, help me each day,
Ever to walk Thy Holy way
And on our journey as we go along,
May we comfort and cheer the weary

throng.

ing.

An interest in the progress of
5.
missions on the frontier strengthens
faith and leads to more earnest and
No one can see the
definite prayer.
obstacles in the way of the Gospel
without realizing the need of human
dependence on God and none can see
these barriers fade away by divine
interposition without increased confidence in the power of God to overcome the lesser difficulties at home.
When a pastor and his people
6.
really learn to give cheerfully to mis-

Spirit of Jesus, oh, how sweet,
That I may sit at Thy pierced feet,
And thus behold Thy glorious face
From which comes help to win life’s
race.

Spirit of Jesus, Helper and Friend,
Leave me, no, never, until the end
And when the journey of life is o’er,
Bear me on safely to the golden shore.
J. R. Williams.

Minneapolis, Minn.
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OPEN UP AFRICA!
“ As for me I am determined to
open up Africa or perish.”
“The end of the geographical feat
is only the beginning of the missionary enterpnse” Livingstone.

—

Prepare yourself for a delightfully
of a thrill when you begin
Mission
to study Africa this fall.
study text books and mission study
classes may have failed to impress
you in the past, but “the old order
changeth.”
The wealth of material
placed in our hands is full of won-

new kind

derful possibilities for both teachers

and

classes.

You

some optimism.
Rev. J. Edgar Park,

in reviewing

the book for the Congregationalist
makes us feel the charm of personal

,

when he says: “Dr. Patton
ha taken a few years out of his busy
life and soaked himself in Africa. He
seems to have read all that has been
written and experienced of this great
continent he has met or talked with
most of the living personalities who
know the land he has walked and ob-

contact

;

;

served great portions of the continent
himself, spending many long months
there; he has had unparalleled opportunities of feeling the pulse of Africa

and the result

the language of the book in this way
“He assumes that the reader will not
know everything, and hence writes in
simplest non-technical language, with
a minimum of Mfundisi, etc., flourishes, suggestive of the profound yet
pent-up linguistic attainment of all
travelers. Now and again one reads
such virile picturesque sentences as
these ‘So far as we know, Kanjundu
was the first chief to adopt compulsory education. Every child was
obliged to go to school and everybody
The result for
else was urged to go.
a time was a strange jumble of old
grannies, little children, young men,
and mothers with babies on their
backs. Kanjundu was short on pedagogy, but his ideal of an educated
community has not been surpassed in
:

Africa.’

your study on Dr.
Patton’s book, “The Lure of Africa.”
This book, by the Home Secretary of
the American Board, is a man’s book
with a man’s reach, and a man’s
heart and soul. It bears the charm
of personal contact with the subject,
simplicity of language, and wholewill base

is this

brief and living

book.”
Dr. Beach, of Yale, in his review
in the Missionary Herald, describes
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”

Optimism runs through the book
like a silver thread.

Dr. Patton be-

lieves that “next to highly cultivated
beings like poets and inventors, the
most interesting thing in the world is

primitive man.”

He

exhibits the Afri-

can as the “raw material of the
race,”

human

and “some of earth’s most

re-

fractory ore,” but he demonstrates
over and over again that this crude
material can be shaped “into goodly
forms of Christian character,” and he
firmly believes that “the time is coming when the world will recognize the
unique value of this African work as
a demonstration of the adequacy of
the Christian message to meet the
most difficult of human problems.” In
considering Africa’s debit and credit

account with civilization, and coming
to the conclusion that the evil outweighs the good, Dr. Patton still believes that the situation is not without
hope.

One review calls our attention to
the fact that “there are no statistics,
no pictures of mission girls in calicodresses and Bibles staring in long
rows in front of brick walls.” Neither
is the book marred by distracting paragraph topics and pages of questions.
It is one unbroken panorama of contrasts. Whether with pen or camera
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Dr.

Patton

maps and

is

an

artist.

Even the

have been selected with such care and discrimination that they might almost tell the
story by themselves.
After you have read “The Lure of
Africa” you will not be satisfied until
you have made a trip to the library
or book store and carried home a number of the books mentioned in the
Bibliography at the back of the book,
for you will be thirsty for more information and you will read, read
illustrations

,

READ.

Now a word about “The Moffats,”
by Ethel Daniels Hubbard, the author
of

“Under Marching Orders,” and
of Ava.” It is a charming biog-

lage, and, best of all, “African Adventurers,” by Jean Mackenzie.
It is just possible that the writer is
the only Reformed Presbyterian who

owns an autograph copy of “The Lure
of Africa” and claims acquaintance
with the author of “The Moffats.”
These things are not qualifications for
writing “something” for Olive Trees,
as you will have observed.
If, however, I have said anything that will
lead you to open up the subject of
Africa, in your church or Young
People’s Society; your Woman’s Missionary Society or your Sabbath
School, this winter, I shall be glad
indeed.
Callie M. Morton.

“Ann

raphy of Robert and Mary Moffat, for
the younger young people (but their
mothers and aunties and grandparents
will soon be under its spell if they get
their eyes on it)
We are not to judge
a book by its cover, or its printing, or
even its pictures, but I am sure you
will agree that this is one of the most
attractive books you ever saw. And
as for the story
if you know any
young person who is possessed by the
.

—

idea that missionaries’ lives are devoid
of poetry and romance prescribe or
administer “The Moffats.”
By the

way, we are told in the first chapter
that Robert’s mother was a Covenanter. The book will be doubly interesting to readers of Scotch “percent,”
as a small boy once explained his nationality.

Jean Mackenzie’s book, “An African Trail” is a perfect supplement to
“The Lure of Africa.” It has been
described as “an intensive study of
the souls of black folks.” If you were
not interested in Africa at all, you
would enjoy the literary beauty of the
book. Read it aloud in your Missionary Society. You will find it far better
than the most harmless gossip you
ever listened to.
They
Don’t forget the children.
can be supplied with “African Picture
Stories,” a painting book, and suggestions for making an African vil-

THE BLESSEDNESS
OF INFLUENCE.
Some years ago a lady was walking
home from the station about midnight
after speaking at a large meeting in

London.

As she neared her home, she thought
she saw some one leaning against the
wall near the gateway of her house.
She found that it was a young girl,
and very soon saw that the girl was
ill.
She took her in that night', gave
her a bed and everything possible for
her comfort.
The next morning she made arrangements for the girl to be taken to
a suitable home, where her needs
would be attended to.
But the end was very near. They
telegraphed soon afterwards to the
lady to come and see her. When she
leaned over the bed to speak to the
girl, and spoke to her about better
things, this -is what the girl said: “I
have not found it hard to think about
God since I saw you.”
Is there anything in this world
higher than that that people should
not think it hard to think about God
by reason of our life? Rev. W.
Griffith Thomas, D. D.

—

H

.
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In our Foreign Mission Fields there Dies

Without Christ and Without Hope

One

Person Every Five Minutes

12 Persons, Every

Hour

288 Persons, Every

Day

2016 Persons, Every
(From Sabbath

Week

to Sabbath.)

104832 Persons, Every Year

Who

will

take Christ to

In Person

Will you

?

Money

?

In Prayer

?

In

say,

Name.
(over)

“Here am

Them

I.

Send me”?

:

.
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THESE HAVE GIVEN THEIR ANSWER

REV. RICHARD C. ADAMS
OF STERLING. KANSAS

MRS. MARY BELLE ADAMS

Graduated from Cooper College, 1913, and from our
Seminary, 1916. Spent one year in White’s Bible
Training School, New York City. Preached two

summers

at

(nee

EDGA

OF STERLING, KANSAS
Graduated from Cooper College, 1914. Taught one
year in High School, Partridge Kansas.

Minneola, Kansas,

MISS M. EDNA WALLACE. M.

D.
of Stafford, Kansas
Graduated from the University of Ottawa, Kansas, 1910; Boston University School of Medicine, 1915. Spent
fourteen months in Hospital work,
and seven months in successful private practice in Stafford, Kansas.

MISS ROSE AGNES HUSTON

MISS INEZ M. SMITH

of Blanchard, Iowa
Graduated from Amity College, College

Registered Nurse
of Bloomington, Indiana
Graduated from Indiana University,
1908, and from Johns Hopkins Train-

Springs,

Iowa.

1910.
full term in

Has already
Mission work

spent one
at Tak Hing.
After a furlough in the
home land she joyfully returns to
her field.

REV, JESSE C. MlTCHEL
of Winchester, Kansas
Graduated from Kansas State Agricultural College.
Manhattan, 1911, and from our Seminary. 1916.
Spent one year in White’s Bible Training School,
New York City. Taught one year in High School;
and preached one summer in Spring Garden and
one summer in Slippery Rock.

ing Sohool for Nurses, 1913* rfas the
valuable experience gained in the
practice of her profession, supplemented by recent post-graduate work

MRS. ALICE SCOTT MlTCHEL

(NEE

SHERBON

of Central Allegheny Congregation

Graduated from Park Institute Commercial College,
North Side, Pittsburgh
Has the exeprience of a
practical business woman, and her knowledge of
stenography, typewriting and book-keeping will,
make her a valuable helper to her husband and
the Mission.
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FIELD

AND NOTES OF THE WORKERS
Edited by Mrs. Findley M. Wilson, 2517 North Franklin Street,
Philadelphia, Penna.

Miss Jean M. Barr, of the Pittsburgh Church, who is under appointment to go to China in the autumn of
1918, will take special Bible work the
in Dr. White’s Bible
Training School, New York City.

coming year

$

^

^

^

Wide disappointment

will

be oc-

casioned by the decision that the physical condition of Rev. D. Raymond
Taggart and family forbids their return to China. May the Lord greatly
bless these workers who so deeply
regret their inability to go back to
their chosen work.
H:

$

H:

He

July 28, word was received from
the State Department, at Washington: “A telegram has just been received, dated July 24, from the American Minister to Switzerland, reporting the arrival in Switzerland, from
Turkey, of Mrs. John Peoples and
three children, and Miss Evadna M.
Sterrett, missionaries of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church.” And on July
31, similar word was received announcing the arrival on July 25, in
Switzerland, of Mr. J. French Carith-

On

ers.

*

*

*

in

the hope that the Rev. R. E. Willson
might sail for Cyprus on or about
August 8. Within a week prior to that
date word was received from the British Embassy, at Washington, that it
would be impossible for them to pass
by that time on Mr. Willson’s request
for permission to land in Cyprus.
This delays his departure but we hope
it will not be for long, as he has all his
preparations made for leaving.
*

*

*

*

*

Rev. and Mrs. R. C. Adams, Rev.
and Mrs. Jesse C. Mitchel, Dr. M.
Edna Wallace and Miss. Inez M.
Smith expect to sail for China from

*

*

*

Tak Hing, China. In forwarding
her news budget, Mrs. Julius Kempf
writes
“This is a busy time with us
here now, closing up the school work
for the summer and preparing to leave
for Cheung Chau. Rev. William M.
Robb and family left us last Monday.
Rev. and Mrs. Mitchell are expected
down from Lo Ting. today and will
leave this evening for the island. The
other workers from Lo Ting are expected here on Saturday, and hope to
leave the first of the week. We are
planning to get away next Tuesday.
The others will follow when they can
secure steamer accommodations. We
are all well and have been greatly
blessed with an unusually cool spring
and summer.” Mrs. Kempf dates her
:

letter

*

Arrangements were being made

Vancouver, August 30. Dr. Wallace
Miss Smith are but recently
appointed workers, Miss Smith having received her appointment AuThey will be accompanied
gust 8.
by Miss Rose Huston, who is returning to the field. Miss Huston writes
that she is delighted to chaperone
such a goodly company.

and

June 28th.
*

*

*

Rev. J. K. Robb gives this interesting article on the political situation in
China. It helps to an understanding
of the Chinese wars and rumors of
war, of which we, on the outside, so
frequently hear
“The other day one of our Christian
teachers made the remark ‘Shai-kaai
ho luen,’ which is, being interpreted/
‘The world is in a very disorderly conThis stateemnt was made in
dition.’
connection with some other remarks
about the present situation in China.
The second youngest republic is at this
time passing through one of her periodic internal disturbances.

It is polit-
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of course. Most of her disturbances are of that character, except the
occasional earthquakes that make
themselves felt, and it has even been
suggested that these have their origin
in the social and political agitations of
the country. The President of China
is learning very rapidly that heads
which wear crowns are not the only
ones that ‘uneasy rest/ Whatever
may be the cause of the present
trouble (and it is declared by different
persons to be the severing of diplomatic relations with Germany, Japanese influence, an attempt to reinstate
the Manchu dynasty, a necessary antagonism between the north and south
of China, etc., etc.) the President
seems to have to act as the ‘goat.’ It
would seem very possible that all the
above-mentioned ‘causes’ are in some
measure responsible for the present
turmoil.
It is quite as possible that
no one of them could justly be teamed
the chief cause. There seems to be a
lurking suspicion among the better
read classes of the Chinese that this
present internal trouble was started
by certain men who feared that a diplomatic break with Germany would
be followed by a declaration of war.
These men probably had reason for so
thinking, and for reasons best known
to themselves, they did not want to
see war declared against Germany.
So they decided that the easiest way
to prevent any such action was to
start something nearer home. If that
was' their scheme, it is working out
very nicely. There are others who see
the hand of Japan in the present disturbed condition of China. It is no
longer any secret that Japan is casting longing eyes on certain portions
of Chinese territory, which are very
rich in minerals, and would also be
very willing to exercise a ruling
power over the whole of China. Still
others declare that the Manchus have
not yet given up hope of a restoration
to the Imperial throne.
And there
are also those who declare that the
only remedy for China’s frequent
ical,

troubles is a division of the country,
the Yangtse River to be the boundary.
An interesting feature of the present
trouble, and one that is, I think, somewhat unique, is that the northern
provinces, some eight or nine in number, have revolted from the central
government, and declared their independence.
The southern provinces,
which have hitherto enjoyed the distinction of being the rebellious portions of the country, are loudly declaring their loyalty to the central government, and are reproaching most bitterly the northern provinces for their
lack of devotion to their most illustrious president. It may be that they
are grieved to see the northern provinces exercising a right ( ?) that has
hitherto been regarded as a prerogative pertaining to the southern province alone. In the meantime the President has signified his willingness to
resign, but which he has not as yet
done. We wonder at times how China
manages to hold together. But she
seems to succeed where any other
nation would almost inevitably fall to
Some years ago some of us
pieces.
were going to Do Sing, traveling on a
little Chinese steamer. The trip ought
While on
to be made in two hours.
the steamer two stops were made on
account of bursted steam pipes, .and
great volumes of escaping steam enveloped the steamer. But we finally
arrived at our destination, several
hours late, to be sure, but still we arrived. That seems to be a symbol of
the way in which the Ship of State is
being sailed at the present time in
She has frequent accidents,
China.
and is delayed at times very unexpectedly,

but

still

manages

to

make some

progress. It is our hope, our desire,
our prayer, that this nation which has
been sitting hr darkness for thousands
of years, may not lose her identity as
a nation, now when she is just beginning to see the Light of the world.
We have faith to believe that God,
who has preserved her all these cem
turies, has a great and beneficent pur-

OLIVE TREES
pose in so keeping her, and that she
will eventually be one of those blessed
nations whose God is the Lord.”
*

The following

*

*

ness boldly for their Lord.”
*

We

from Miss

Mary R. Adams, teacher in our school
at Tak Hing. The date is June 27
:

“Last Saturday was the day of the
Dragon Boat Festival. It is quite a
The
big day among the Chinese.
Girls’ School entertained the foreign
women at a big feast that evening.
We all enjoyed the ten different varieties of choice dishes that were set
before us. Miss Brownlee, who is just
being initiated into Chinese customs,
said she really enjoyed the supper.
The older girls in the school have
been doing the cooking for the last
three months and they showed that
they were adepts at their trade.
“The old is passing away, and the
new is pushing for recognition. The
youth are casting off the iron fast customs.
Even the girls are going to
enjoy this liberty. The oldest girl in
the school is planning to write an
The theme
article for publication.
is to be the ‘Equality of Men and
Women.’ She advocates the same educational advantages for boys and
girls, that the inheritance should be
shared equally. (The Chinese custom
is that the girls have no part unless a
This girl would
will has been made)
This
also fix the age for marriage.
discussion is to bring out ten points.
All of this girl’s classmates are heartily supporting her in this.
“Next week the boys, girls and
women will be going to their homes
for the summer vacation. They have
all learned what it means to believe
and be saved, though they have not all
experienced this grace in their own
lives.
They can tell what they have
heard. What it would mean if each
one of these would lead one to believe
in Jesus Christ. We are hoping that
the older ones will do some definite
evangelistic work each Sabbath in
They are God’s mestheir villages.
sengers to tell the good news. Let us
.

pray that they shall receive the fullness of the Holy Spirit’s power to wit-

*

letter is
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*

*

*

are glad to have this first letter

from Miss Nelle Brownlee, our new
missionary. Miss Brownlee has spent
this first year in the Union Language
School at Canton.
She hopes to be
ready for work this fall. She writes
“On the morning of June 22, after
an enjoyable visit with Doctor and
Mrs. Wright, of the Canton Hospital,
boarded the small river steamer,
to Tak Hing.
“I can think of no pleasanter experience to a traveler than a steamer
voyage up the West River in China.
“Leaving Canton at 8 o’clock in the
morning I am able to get a view of the
rice fields now heading for harvest.
The fields are smaller than those of
our own Southern States, neater in
appearance, more uniform in size and
shape and, to a close observer, might
be said to resemble small gardens but
I

Ming Che, en route

;

so narrow are the ditches separating
these small plots that, to one viewing
from the deck of a moving river boat,
this section seems but one vast field
of grain and, except for an occasional

octagonal shaped pagoda standing
dome-like on the river side, or here
and there a tiny temple nestling
among the trees to remind me that I
am yet in the land of idol worship, I
might, as I look out across this vast
acreage of rice in the river valley
around Canton, almost imagine myself
traveling through the great wheat
belt of our Central States.
“Not many miles are covered, however, until I notice we are leaving the
level fields and winding along the
river between low mountains or foot
hills of low mountain ranges. Still the
rice fields are in evidence, but not the
restangular fields as described in the
larger and more level parts near the
Instead we see terraced hillcoast.
Can you imagine a stairway
sides.
leading to the top of a mountain, and
on each step a field of grain. Picture
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this,

and you have

hillside

farming

in

China. I remember having once heard
a farmer in our Cumberland Mountains explain that cattle were used for
farming on the steeper hillsides in
those sections because cattle ‘air more
stiddy like an’ less hapt to go a headin’
overboard.’ Well, the Chinese are one
point ahead in this, for the broad steps
upon these mountain sides would certainly prevent any such catastrophe
as ‘headin’ overboard,’ and I am not
sure but our Cumberland farmers
might learn a point or two from the
Chinese farmer in regard to ‘shelving’
to prevent washing of land.
“Farming in China is done almost
entirely by hand. The only pieces of
machinery I have seen thus far for
farming purposes are a miniature
water wheel, somewhat resembling a
carting wheel, and used for irrigation
purposes or for draining lily ponds
and rice fields, and a large lawn mower, which was being drawn by ten
women (five teams) and driven by
four men. Evidently the use of the
‘gang’ for farming is not peculiar to
the Middle West alone.
“I am attracted at times by great
droves of ducks, numbering in hundreds, being driven up and down the
river to fatten for market.
“No large towns are passed between
Canton and Tak Hing, but occasional
stops are made at villages and fishing
stations to take on or unload freight.
It is always the same thing at these
places; swarms of chattering Chinese
stand on the bank to gaze or crowd
about our vessel, clamoring for baggage, passengers or freight.
“I reach Tak Hing on Saturday and
find all our people, Rev. W. M. Robb
and family; Dr. J. K. Robb, Rev. and
Mrs. Kempf, Mrs. Doig, Dr. McBur-

ney and Miss Adams, enjoying health,
and one and all busy and happy in the
Master’s service.

“How nice it seems to be with our
workers again, and I am looking forward with joy to meeting our workers from the Lo Ting station next
month

at the Island.

“God has been very gracious in giving me health and strength for the
year of study, helpful companionship
with students in the Language School,
and blessed fellowship of consecrated
workers on the field. This has been
an interesting and enjoyable year to
me, and I ask for your prayers that I
may indeed be a vessel sanctified, and
meet for the Master’s use. Do not
forget that missionaries not only have
the usual discouragements to meet in
Christian work but temptations devised especially for this climate and
God’s workers here. And why should
we be surprised? China has just
opened her doors to the Gospel, why
shouldn’t the devil be on hand to
When any new
thrust his darts?
work is opened up for the Master
isn’t it always to the interest of Satan
to place himself in a position to wield
a sweeping influence. Satan has held
sway in China entirely too long to
surrender without a fierce struggle, so
we plead for your prayers that we
may ‘Stand therefore, having our
loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness and our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above
all, taking the shield of faith wherewith we shall be able to quench all the
fiery darts of the wicked.’
“I shall try to write you more fully
of my impressions of China while at
;

Cheung Chau

this
*

*

summer.”
*

*

We

are glad Dr. Kate McBurney
has more to tell of “that woman.” We
are much interested in her and would
be glad if we could write, “continued
in our next,” at the close of this story.
Maybe Dr. McBurney will take the
hint:

“The woman who came from Uet
Sing to attend the Spring communion,
arriving a week late, remained to take
more treatment and was very glad to
enter school. Her paralysis has disappeared, but some of the tendons are
shortened, and she walks as if she
might overbalance without warning.
Her face has broadened, and now sug-
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gests a full moon, but no one ques-

tioned her identity when she returned.
Not only has she added flesh to her
body, but she shows her happiness in
her countenance.

“She asked

would be possible
for her to be baptized before she went
home, and was greatly pleased to learn
if it

it could be quite readily arranged.
meeting of session was held for her
examination on Saturday. There were
four elders and the moderator present.
They usually have one or two of the
elders question each candidate, and
then the moderator asks what he
wishes in addition. On Saturday there
was but the one candidate, and each
elder asked her several questions, and
It
the moderator asked some also.
was a rainy day, so there was no special hurry.
The candidate answered
her questions reasonably well, and
when an elder asked her about the

that

A

people of her district

(it is

a long

way

from here) she waxed garrulous and
talked

till

the elder got her switched

and asked her some more quesSeveral times she became elotions.
off

quent over the number of people who
would like to hear the gospel, and the
elders and moderator were most cordial and patient with her.
“When they were through with her
she was excused, and returned to the
ward. She said to one of her teachers, ‘You said they would ask only a
few questions and would keep me but
a short time, and they have kept me
The woman had not
till this time/
been at the meeting, but could make
an intelligent guess, so she said, ‘They
saw you were not embarrassed or
afraid and that your heart was full of
the doctrine so they were pleased to
ask you more questions.’ She replied,
‘No one knows how many questions
they asked me/ But her happiness

was complete.
“She was baptized on Sabbath morning at the beginning of the service,
and now ‘Satisfaction’ is written on
her face in characters that we can all
read,

whether we have become

profi-
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cient in the Chinese language or not.
“It is two years since this woman

went home, but she has kept up what
she learned and has been able to persuade at least one woman to believe.
This woman has been all this time
getting enough money to come
back. Indeed, she had not yet secured
enough. She had a friend who was
very unhappy, as the younger of two
The two wives quarliving wives.
reled and could not live together in
peace. The paralytic woman told the
in

younger wife about Jesus and how He

could help her. At first the woman
did not dare to let it be known that
she was interested, but Nicodemus-like
went after other people were in their
beds. The Christian taught her all she
knew, and then she wanted to know
more. The Christian proposed that
she would come along with her in our
ninth month and learn more and enter
The woman wanted to
the church.
come right away, but the other had no
money, or not sufficient. So the new
one proposed that she would try to get
enough for them both, and they could
then come at once. She persuaded her
husband to finance the enterprise, and
they came. She entered the Women’s
School, and got a little work outside

and was most diligently pursuing her
studies, and trying to prepare herself
to enter the church, when a delegation
arrived, calling her home, as her husband was said to be very ill. She shed
many tears, not because of her husband’s illness, but because she had to

The women
leave her opportunity.
promfinally
and
her
comfort
tried to
ised to let her know when the Autumn
communion would be held and she
went away hoping to come back later.
There seems to be some doubt in certain quarters as to the illness of the

husband.

“The paralytic tells how the other
woman would work hard all day and
then come to her and stay far into
the night. Her head would drop and
that would wake her up somewhat,
and she would insist that she could
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not leave yet. She would continue to
study till her eyes would close and her
head drop again, and still she would
not go till she would finish the stint
she had set out to learn. Since we
have seen the woman we are quite
ready to believe this. These are the

same women
weeks ago.”

I

wrote about a few

A MESSAGE TO PASTORS FROM
THE WORLD ALLIANCE FOR
INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP
Dear Brother:

You

even by regiments, fighting separately.

To aid pastors and other leaders we
have prepared attractive, instructive
and inspiring literature providing
material and suggestions for sermons, prayer meeting topics, and
courses of study.
Will you not send for a package
(25 cents), take time and thought to

understand our plans, and wheel your
forces into line for the great
drive of the Christians and Churches
of America for world-justice and
local

good will?
Cordially yours,

soon be planning your
church programs for the coming au-

SIDNEY

tumn and

105 E. 22d

will

winter.

Among the new topics that demand
nation-wide attention is that of establishing Christian international relations in

which friendship, justice and

good will shall be actually practiced.
For this, however, some form of a
League of Nations and a World Court

must be

All

up.

set

international

should be brought into
court. To secure these ends our people must be properly trained and
organized.
All Christian leaders, and espedifficulties

have peculiar responsibilities in this matter, as they have
their own unique contribution to
cially pastors,

make
If

to this cause.

America

is

to Christianize her

China and Japan, with
Mexico and Latin America, and
really help in setting up a better

relations with

world order, our Christian citizenship

must be more accurately and adequately informed on these problems.
In addition to an occasional sermon
might you not once a month devote
a prayer meeting to their consideration?

Alliance

for International Friendship invites every local
church to co-operate in this great new
task confronting us.
Millions
of
Christian citizens must unite in this

movement.

No war nor any great
won by individuals, or

cause was ever

GULICK,

St.,

Sec’y,
City.

New York

“KOREA, THE MIRACLE OF
MISSIONS”
The story of Christian missions in
Korea is one of thrilling interest. In
1906 and 1907 such a wonderful outpouring of the Spirit fell upon the
Church that every Christian became a
messenger,

of
telling
the
story
love to every one he met.
Thousands of native Christians are
now faithfully giving a tenth of their
time to systematic Christian work.
Christ’s

In no other heathen country has
the work shown greater success than
About two hundred thouin Korea.
sand Christians have been gathered,
or an average of one an hour for
every hour of every day since the first

Churches
missionary landed there.
have been organized at the rate of two
a week from the beginning and during the year of 1910 of one a day.
laborers receive twenty-five
cents a day, unskilled from twelve to
fifteen cents; yet their jubilee fund
Skilled

reached $135,000 American money.
cannot know what this meant

We

Some mortgaged

their
sold the foundation
stones from under their houses, others the tiles from the roof, using
One man sold his
thatch instead.
only ox, and the women their hair, if
they had nothing else to offer. Exin sacrifice.

The World

L.

homes,

change.

others
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WOMEN’S DEPARTMENT
Edited by Mrs.

J. S. Martin and Mrs. M. E. Methany,
College Hill, Beaver Falls, Pa.

IMPRESSIONS OF THE WORK OF
THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH.
During the past year it has been
privilege to visit and speak in

my

It

it.

has been most encouraging and

inspiring to find

among

the

women

a

very lively interest in all the work of
the Church, and especially in missions, both home and foreign.
The

twenty-seven of our congregations,
mostly in Kansas, Iowa and Pitts-

intelligent

questions that are asked

show how

closely they are keeping in

burgh Presbyteries, and

touch with the work in all fields. True,
there are occasionally some who are
not quite sure whether you are from
“our mission in India’* or from some
other country, but they are the exceptions in the congregations I have visited.
I spoke in one congregation
some twenty or twenty-five years old,
that had never seen a missionary, and
I received the first contribution they
had ever made to mission work. Needless to say, it was not a Covenanter
congregation. Those who are not interested in the work of missions and
reforms are so because they know
little or nothing about them, and a
little first hand information often creates a deep interest where there was
none.
Only God can estimate the great

in

these, special meetings of the

ten

of

W. M.

were held.
Every society seems- to be a working society, as their live and interesting business meetings show, and even

S.

when

listening to a dry missionary

talk, it is

easy to see that they

mean

business.

The

societies are, in general,

I

think,

rather small, at least the regular attendance seems to be. It would be interesting to know what proportion of
the women in the different congregations belong to W. M. S. and attend
regularly.

most

I

presume

it is

true of

al-

that there are some
greater effort to attend

all societies

who make

Sewing Circle or Homemakers’ Club
than they do for the Missionary Society, and whether this is because the
meetings are dull, or on account of
lack of interest in the cause, or for
any other reason, it might well be
It is reported that at one
of the Quinter, Kanmeetings
of the

looked into.

there were present
thirty-six women and forty children.
Can any other society surpass that?

sas,

W. M.

Surely

it

is

S.

a field well worth culti-

vating.

Our interest in any cause can be
measured by the knowledge we have of
it, and by what we have invested in

work done by

the individual shareholders in His great business, those
who are investing their money, their
prayers, and, perhaps, their loved

ones in

Some

it.

of the methods used to keep
the interest in the work are worthy
of mention. In a number of congregations, a few minutes are taken every
Sabbath, when some items of interest
are given from some department of
the Church’s work. It may be gleanings from Olive Trees, or the Christian Nation, a personal letter from
some of the mission fields, or some
note of interest in National Reform.
Special needs are brought before the
people and a few minutes are taken
for definite prayer.
lip
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One person said she found many
things of interest both in Olive Trees
and in personal letters, but found it
hard to remember all the different foreign names and to connect the many

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT.
Bearers of the Torch.

At the

Start.

A Bunch of Boys of the Fifteenth

incidents about each, with the right
person. So she decided to keep a little

Century.

Dear Boys and Girls
book of biographies. She took down
I wonder how many of you have
the names, and whenever she read or
ever
seen a race? You know how the
heard anything of interest about that
runners
are lined up, some one gives
person, she wrote it in the proper
the signal to start, and off they go;
place, and thus got some interesting
the one crossing the line first, winning
biographies.
I think Mission Bands
the victory. But did you ever see a
or W. M. S. might find much pleasure
relay race? One man runs a round.
and profit in writing some life his- As he comes
in a second takes his
tories from their files of Olive Trees
place, and sometimes a third finishes
and Christian Nation. Many items of
the race. The credit belongs not only
interest will be found about “The
to the one finally winning but also to
Brownie” and his wife, Chung On
the others who helped him win and
Tai or Number Eight as he was long
all is for the glory of the school to
known, Chue Hon Shang or Number which they belong. It
is of such a
Three, Tai So, Yung Ts’ing, Wong
race that we are to study this winter.
Meng Shi and many others. The let- The object of the race is the Converters and news notes published in the
sion of the World to the Lord Jesus
Church papers are not put in just to Christ. It has been going on for hunfill up space.
They are written for
of years, and as one runner finYOU personally, and we hope you dreds
ishes his course, another takes up the
will read and enjoy them as you would
race, and the end is not yet. But the
an individual letter.
victory is sure and the glory will be
Many Junior Missionary Societies not alone to the one who finally wins
are being carried on, and I think this
but to all the runners down through
work should be credited largely to the the ages, and all is for the glory and
women. It is beautiful and inspiring honor of our King and Captain, the
to hear from the lips and hearts of
Prince of Peace, of whom we studied
:

children, petitions for Christ’s
for His children in foreign
lands, in our home missions and for
their friends and neighbors. It is one
of the hopeful things in any church, to
see the children being taught to love
and share in Christ’s work.
Dr. J. E. Williams, of Nanking University, says:
“The future of the
little

work,

Christian Church in China depends
upon her women.” Is this any less
true of the future of the Covenanter
Church in America? May God give

Ever since, after Adam’s sin, God
“The seed of the woman shall
said
bruise the serpent’s head,” the light
of the knowledge of a Redeemer has
:

been burning but sometimes the light
becomes very dim. The coming of the
Saviour, himself, gave a new brilliancy to the torch but by the time
the fifteenth century came only a few
were left in the race, and the torch
burned very, dimly. Oh, the darkness
Much worse than
of mind and spirit
to have your eyes blinded.
It must have seemed sometimes to
the few lonely runners that the race
!

new

visions of our opportunities
and responsibilities, for “Where there
is no vision the people perish.”

us

last winter.

Rose A. Huston.

was

lost,

that the light of the torch
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would be put out and that

evil

and

who

are also trying to win the
race, would be the victors.
But God
It was
ruled then as he does now.
no part of his plan that the light of
the torch should go out. Just when
things seemed worst, some baby boys
were born who were to make things
quite different.
Just ordinary boys,
they must have seemed to others,
when little. Poor boys, too, almost
slaves, some of them.
They did not
even have the chance for education
that you boys have.
However, they
used their minds, they noticed things,
and thought for themselves. They
played and worked and learned what
they could as boys, then when they
grew up to be men, they did things.
One discovered how to make paper;
another invented the printing press;

Satan,

another man, do you know who he
was, discovered America
and still
another discovered that the earth
moves around the sun, instead of the
sun moving around the earth as men
thought then. All these things were
quite a blow at evil, for you know evil
grows in darkness and ignorance,
while the torch sheds abroad light and
knowledge.
Youngest of all these boys was the
new runner in the race, Martin
Luther.
Some day get a book and
read about his life. He was a poor
boy, way off in a little village in Germany. Sometimes he did not have
enough to eat and would sing at the
doors of richer people for bread. He
had to gather nuts in the woods in
the fall, and bring in for part of their
winter store of food, but if he took
even one without asking, his mother
would whip him till the blood ran.
Next month we will find out how he
got an education and become a runner
in the race and what he did to make
the torch burn brighter.
Mary A. McWilliams.
;

The Mission Study book
by

for the

“Bearers of the Torch, ,,
Katharine R. Crowell. Price:

Juniors

is:

Paper,

30c.
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;

Cloth,

45c.

Leaders’

Manual, with outline and suggestions
for teaching, 10c.
Order from the
United Presbyterian Women’s Board,
Publication Building, Anderson street,
Pittsburgh, Pa. All Mission Band
Superintendents are urged to use the
Mission Study in their bands this
winter.

OUR GREATEST OBLIGATION for CHINA
The Covenanter Church is responsible for the salvation of two million
people in the Tak Hing, Sai Ning, Lo
Ting, Tung On and Fung Chuen disIt would be a
tricts of South China.
fair estimate to say that one-half of

these people are women and girls.
Then we as a Church must some day
answer as to what we have done for
Or, to make it
this million of souls.
more practical, we as individuals in
the Covenanter Church are each one
responsible for our share in this work.
The Master himself said, “Of them

which thou gavest

me have

I

lost

How many

of us could make
this answer regarding the hundred or
more women that would be the share
of each woman in the church? There
are about nine thousand members in
the home church, and we can assume
that forty-five hundred are women.
There are
Or, put it in this way.

none.”

more than two hundred women and
girls

each

A

in our territory in China, for
in the church at home.
fair proportion of the men in

woman

China can read, and by giving out
tracts and literature they can be
brought into contact with the truth.
But with the women it is different.
Of the million women, it is doubtful if
more than four hundred can read, and
these already know something of the
truth for they were taught in our
schools, and each of these will be quite
sure to send forth a light. Some will
very likely do this unconsciously, while
others will be truly lights in dark
places. But how inadequate are these,
considering the numbers to be reached. For if these nine hundred ninety-
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nine thousand six hundred souls are
ever to know of the salvation that
Jesus purchased with his own blood,
some one must go and tell them.
When one knows something of the
extent of territory that must be traversed in order to see these people, and
the slow modes of travel prevalent in
China today, it is easy to understand
the magnitude of the task, and yet it is
small in comparison with that given
to the disciples two thousand years

We regret to have to announce to
our readers the resignation of Mrs.
T. H. Acheson as Associate Editor of
Women’s Department. After seven
years of very efficient labor in this
capacity, Mrs. Acheson has found it
necessary to give up some of her outside work on account of added duties
Our work together has
in the home.
been most pleasant. We shall hope to
give our readers something from her
pen from time to time as she feels she

ago.

can.

When you go into the homes to visit
the women and girls, they are cour-

to select one to

teous. But, like people at home, some
are interested, others are indifferent,
and still others will say, “Oh, yes, the
doctrine is good,” but cannot see that

concerns them.
We are not responsible for the attitude that people take toward the gospel, but it is our duty to present the
truth to every one.
it

When John R. Mott made his last
trip around the world, studying the
different missions and their needs,
some one asked him, “What

is the
greatest need of our missions today ?”
He said something like this. “It is not
more men, not more money. It is
more prayer.” I am sure the Heavenly Father must be disappointed
when he looks at Christians today and

finds so

few

intercessors.

not an easy thing to be an inSatan is always ready to
tercessor.
try and discourage anyone who undertakes this work. Yet it is the highest
form of service that we can engage
in for the Master. It is a kind of service that is open to all, and one that
brings large returns on the investment. I want to urge the women and
girls of the Covenanter Church to
avail themselves of the opportunity
It is

that is theirs to become intercessors
for their sisters in China who are yet
out of Christ, many of whom have not
yet had opportunity to hear of Him.

Who

will undertake this

Janet

work ?
C.

Robb.

with the Senior Editor
We are
fill her place.
sure our choice will meet a hearty approval all over the church. Mrs. Mary
E. Metheny, of College Hill, has con-

was

It

left

sented to take up the editorial pen.
Mrs. Metheny needs no introduction
to our readers as she is already known
to all as a capable and pleasing writer.
We welcome her in her new work.

Mrs.

WOMEN

J. S.

Martin.

ATTENTION,
OF KANSAS

PRESBYTERIAL
It was with regret your Executive
accepted the resignation of our Treasurer, Mrs. C. A. Dodds. The Executives have unanimously elected Mrs.
Thos. Boyle, 701 Clay street, Topeka,
Kansas, to fill her place. Treasurers

of auxiliary societies and others who
have money to send will please note

her address and make remittances to
her.

Mrs. W. A. Edgar,
Cor. Secretary.

Lyons, Kansas, R. D. No.

2.

SPECIAL NEWS ITEM
Miss Evadna M. Sterrett, Mr. J.
French Carithers and Miss Margaret
McFarland arrived safe in New York
Thursday, August 23, after an uneventPraise the Lord for his
ful voyage.
More from
preserving care over them.

them

in

next issue.

FOREIGN MISSIONARIES OF THE SYNOD OF THE REFORMED PRES. CHURCH IN 1917
Rev. Julius A. Kemff.
Latakia, Syria,
Mrs. Julius A. Kempf
Rev. Jas. S. Stewart, D. D
Rev. William M. Robb
Mrs. J. S. Stewart
Mrs. William M. Robb
Rev. Samual Edgar, ( on furlough.
Miss Kate McBurney, M. D.,
Mrs. Samuel Edgar
without salary
Miss Mary R. Adams
J. M. Ralph, M. D., on furlough.
Miss Rose A. Huston,
Miss Maggie B. Edgar
Miss Ida M. Scott, M. D., on furlough
Miss M. Florence Mearns, <?n furlough
Miss Annie J. Robinson, without sal r y
Mersine, Asia Minor.
Mss Nellie A. Brownlee,
Miss Evadna M. Sterrett
Canton Medical Missionary Union,
Rev. Robt. E. Willson;
’£ h
onfur
Canton South China.
Mrs. Robt. E. Willson
James M. Wright, m. d.
Rev. Andrew J. McFarland
Mrs. James M. Wright
Mrs. Andrew J. McFarland
John Peoples, M. D
Union Language School,
Mrs. John Peoples
Canton South China.
Mr. J. French Carithers
Rev. R. C. Adams
Miss F. Elma French, on furlough
Mrs. R. C. Adams
Larnaca Cyprus
Rev. Jesse C. Mitchel
Rev. Walter McCarroll
Mrs. Jesse C. Mitchel
Mrs. Walter McCarroll, on furlough
Miss M. Edna Wallace, M. D
Mr. Wilbur Weir
Miss Inez M. Smith, R. N
Nicosia, Cyprus.
Lo Ting, via Canton, South China
.
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Calvin McCarroll, M. D
Mrs. Calvin McCarroll
Tak Hing Chau, West River
South China
Rev. A. I. Robb, D. D.
~ n (furloug!l
°
Mrs. A. I. Robb
f
,

)

Rev.

J.

Mrs.

J.

,

K. Robb,
K. Robb on furlough

.

Rev. Ernest C. Mitchell
Mrs. Ernest C. Mitchell
Rev. D. R. Taggart
0 n furlough
Mrs. D. R. Taggart
without salary
)

("

M. Dickson, M. D
Mrs. E. J. M. Dickson
Miss Ella Margaret Stewart
Miss Jennie M. Dean
E.

J.

HOME MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Indian Mission.

Apache Ohio.
,

Rev.

W. W. Carithers,

D. D., Superintend-

ent
Rev. Owen F.

Miss
Miss
Miss
Miss

IN 1917
Southern Mission.
Selma, Ala.
Rev. George A. Edgar, D. D., Superintendent,

Thompson
Mary McFarland
Inez Wicherham
Lena Blackwood

Knox Academy

Miss Margaret Martin, Principal of Hig a
School

Ellen Wilson
Miss Irene McMurtrey

Mr. Paul White
Mr. Roger Williams
Mr. Clay Williams

Miss Ella M. Hays, Grammar School
Miss Elvira Sims
Miss Ella Frazier
Miss Ella Thompson
Mrs. M. I. Robb
Mrs. G. M. Sims
Mrs. Ellen Senegal
Miss M. E. Fowler, Sup’t Girls Industrial
Department
Miss Ora B. Shelton, Assistant Girls? /*dustrial Department
Miss Anna Sims
Miss Mary Wilson
Mrs. P. C. Ashurst, Music
Miss Sophie Kingston, East Selma
Miss Laura Mae Kingston, East Selma
Miss Gussie Ware, Valley Creek
Mrs. L. Kynett, Pleasant Grove
9
Prof. W. M. Bottoms, Sup’t Boys Industrial Department
Mrs. S. A. Parker
’

Mission of the Covenant, 800 South 5th
Philadelphia, Pa.

Miss Annie Forsyth,

Miss

Emma M. McFarland
Volunteer Workers.

Miss Mary Grey

Miss Mazie Steele

Anna Thompson
Miss Mary Pfiel Adams
Miss Eunice Flagg
Miss Ruth McCandless
Miss

Dr. Robert C.

Duncan

St.,

—
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